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trait;92 and Richmond produced no less than two highly ele-
gant summaries of the commonplaces touching the role of
sea-power.93

With respect to economic history, Clapham and Court have
tried to do the impossible by summarizing the state of know-
ledge; however, despite the inevitable shortcomings (especi-
ally the fact that in this area knowledge constantly changes
and increases), the two books offer a fair start on the problems.94
There have been three interesting investigations of the history
of economic theory: Tucker deals with two centuries of thinking
about the connection between the rate of interest and the rate
of growth,95 Schulin reviews writings about trade from Thomas
More to Daniel Defoe,96 and Letwin, choosing a shorter
period, thoroughly analyses the first century of really special-
ized work on economic matters in general.97 Agriculture is
served by FusselTs mildly antiquarian compilations about
village life;98 but also, more searchingly, by Thirsk's study of

32 Michael A. Lewis, The Navy of Britain: a historical portrait. L: Allen
& Unwin: 1948. Pp. 660.

93 Herbert Richmond, Statesmen and Seapower. O: Clarendon: 1946.
Pp. xi, 369. - Idem, The Navy as an Instrument of Policy. CUP: 1963.
Pp. 404. Rev: EHR 69, 442fT.

94 John Clapham, A Concise Economic History of Britain from Earliest

Times to 1750. CUP 1949. Pp. xv, 324. - W. H. B. Court, A Concise
Economic History of Britain from 1750 to Recent Times. CUP 1954.
Pp. viii, 368. Rev: EcHR* 8, 452f.

95 G. S. L. Tucker, Progress and Projit in British Economic Thought
1650-1850. CUP 1969. Pp. viii, 206. Rev: EcHR* 14, 149^

96 Ernst Schulin, Handelsstaat England. Wiesbaden: Steiner:  1969.
Pp. xi, 390.

97 William Letwin, The Origins of Scientific Economics: English economic
thought* 1660 -1776". L: Methuen: 1963. Pp. x, 316.

98 G. E. Fussell,  The Old English Farming Books from Fitzherbert to
Tull, 1523-1730. L: Crosby Longwood: 1947. Pp. 141.-Idem,
The English Rural Labourer. L: Batchworth: 1949. Pp. 160.-Idem,
The Farmer's Tools 1500 -1900. L: Melrose: 1952. Pp. 246. Rev:
EHR 68, 43yf. - Idem, The English Dairy Farmer, 1500 - 7900. L:
Cass: 1966. Pp. 357. - Idem, with K. R. Fussell, The English Country
Woman 1500-1900. L: Melrose: 1953. Pp. 221. Rev: EHR 69,
483. - Idem et eadem, The English Countryman^ his Life and Work,
A.D. 1500 - 1900. Pp. 221. L: Melrose: 1955.